Martin’s lusty finish dispels the growing tension at FB
by Gareth Le Prevost
THEY made hard work of it, but Guernsey saw off France at FB Fields yesterday morning to make it three wins from three in the ICC European Division One T20 Championship. It was the first time in the tournament that the Sarnians had been asked to chase a total and a largely tense reply came to a spectacular conclusion as man-of-the-match Jason Martin hit two sixes over long off in the penultimate over, which sandwiched a costly four byes from the French, to seal a five-wicket victory over plucky opposition. France certainly arrived wanting to play positive cricket as Guernsey captain Jamie Nussbaumer quickly found out after he lost the toss. Opener Thavalingam resembled more of a softball hitter than a batsman as he rocked back and attempted to hit virtually every ball over mid-wicket. 
When he connected, the ball stayed hit as a hole in one of the pavilion windows will testify. However, a full and straight ball from Nussbaumer in the third over brought an end to the fireworks. The French continued to try and make the most of the power-play, even if it was in a kamikaze style at times, and they finished those six overs 47 for one, which had the potential to grow into a testing score to chase down. But the Guernsey attack reigned them in impressively once the field was allowed to spread and wickets began to fall at regular intervals. Jordan Martel, who produced four fine overs, struck with his second ball that clipped the top of Waseem Bhatti's off stump and in the next over David Hooper combined with Martin to remove Usman Khan. Nussbaumer's decision to reintroduce Matt Stokes to the attack after the first three of Martel's overs reaped immediate rewards when he skittled Williamdeep Singh and then Ravenscroft got in on the act when he deceived Zika Ali in the flight and Martin did the rest. 
By this stage, the run-rate had dropped significantly and in the push for late runs, France made the mistake of trying to take two to Ravenscroft at deep mid-wicket and Chetan Chauhan was well short of his ground as Martin whipped off bails. Martel was entrusted with the final over and he picked up another wicket as Rameez Ehsan missed a straight ball as he swung wildly across the line. However, Tambidoure struck a four and a six off the last two 
legitimate deliveries, which were split by a wide, to push France up to 124 for 7. In a change from Saturday, Nussbaumer promoted himself up the order to open the reply with Tom Kimber and the skipper looked to be positive from the start, mixing the odd swing-and-miss with some well-timed boundaries against a varied attacked that included any type of spinner imaginable. The openers added 33 for the first wicket with Nussbaumer making 22 of those before he attempted to scoop the ball over short fine leg and only succeeded in giving him a regulation catch. 
Then the wheels started to come off as Kimber quickly followed, chipping up a catch to long on, and before the reply had reached halfway, both Ollie Newey and Ravenscroft had lost their balance coming down the track and been stumped - 57 for four in the 10th over. Ben Ferbrache and Jason Martin set about repairing the damage and added 29 for the fifth wicket, largely in ones and twos, before the former was bowled through the gate by medium pacer Ehsan. Stokes joined Martin and there were a few tense moments as the overs were ticked off, but a couple of fours down to third man from Stokes started to ease the pressure and left Guernsey requiring 14 off the final two overs. A single was followed by Martin lofting the next ball over long-off's head for six down to the short boundary, 
The next ball evaded everything and raced to the rope for four byes and Martin finished the game in style, smacking a six into the car park to clinch a five-wicket victory with eight balls remaining. 
