Guernsey fail to hit heights of previous days
by Gareth Le Prevost
GUERNSEY were unable to end on the high note they wanted, but it transpired that they were beaten by the new ICC European Division One T20 champions. No clash with Jersey needs any added spice, but there was more on the line yesterday at Farmers than mere inter-island bragging rights as both teams were among a quartet of nations still in the hunt for the Championship title and with it progression to the ICC World T20 Global Qualifier against the top Associates in July. Denmark and Italy, the other two countries going into the last day on six points from a possible eight, were facing off at Grainville, which meant that unless there was a tie in either game, net 
run-rate was going to decide the overall victors. It was to turn out that the two teams in red came out on top of their respective encounters, but Jersey had a comfortably superior run-rate to Denmark, who perhaps ironically suffered their only defeat of the tournament to Guernsey in the opening session on Saturday morning. 
The events at Farmers largely went against Guernsey from the moment Peter Gough won the toss and asked the Sarnians to bat first. They lost Ollie Newey in the second over of their innings - caught at mid-off off Corne Bodenstein - and it was only while the second-wicket pairing of opener Tom Kimber and Tim Ravenscroft were together that the Greens threatened to post somewhere near the total they wanted. Ravenscroft started in typically positive fashion with a couple of boundaries from the first two balls he faced and he was to clear the ropes off Anthony Kay in the fifth over as Guernsey finished the power-play overs on 35 for one. Kimber and Ravenscroft took 
the total up to 60 before the former Hampshire man holed out to long-off for 39 from 31 balls to give man-of-the-match Nat Watkins the first of his four wickets. The second followed from the very next ball as Kimber departed for 16, caught at long on. In the second half of the innings, the Sarnians kept the scoreboard ticking over but found all-important boundaries hard to come by as the Jersey spinners produced economical spells. Matt Stokes (15) and Ben Ferbrache (19) both made starts but were to fall as Guernsey attempted to press the accelerator without finding the impetus they desired. Jason Martin and captain Jamie Nussbaumer completed Watkins' four-wicket haul and Ollie Nightingale and David Hooper were to fall in the final over as Guernsey came up 30 runs short of where they wanted to be. 
They set Jersey a victory target of 122 and the hosts got off to a flier thanks to Gough and Ed Farley, The latter fell to the final ball of the third over, but Jersey were already scoring at more than 10s and although both Gough and Jonty Jenner also fell to Max Ellis in the power-play, Guernsey could not apply the brakes. Bodenstein took up the attack with six fours and a six in his 36 made from just 19 balls as Jersey closed in on victory and, despite losing six wickets on their way there, a convincing win was sealed when Corey Bisson struck the winning runs with five-and-a- half overs to spare. 
Guernsey captain Nussbaumer gave an honest assessment of where his team came up short. 'I think it was our whole game, to be honest,' he said. 'We didn't bat as well as we could have done. When Tim was going it looked pretty positive and I think we got to 64 and looked all right, but we didn't really crack on and the boundaries dried up and we didn't get to the total we wanted to get to. 'Then bowling we probably tried a bit too hard, there were a few too many loose balls and I think Jersey wanted to up their net run rate, played positively and we couldn't contain them as much as we would have liked but they thoroughly deserved to win.' 

His Jersey counterpart Gough was delighted with the win. 'The Italy game was crucial and gave us a huge win, the defeat to Denmark was disappointing, but to stay in the tournament coming into the last day was great, it gave us a huge shout’, he said. 'We came into the Guernsey match initially looking for victory, we bowled well and in the chase we did lose wickets, but the batters coming in were positive and backed themselves looking for boundaries and we managed to finish up a few overs early. 'It's an amazing feeling to get to the ICC World T20 Global Qualifier. We have been trying to qualify for the past couple of years, getting to the semi-final stages, but we have done it now and looking forward to playing against different opposition and representing Europe,' added Gough. 
